
 

Silicon Valley 
Reads 
2014 Books 
Announced 

Fall Book Sale 
Saturday 
October 12, 2013 

      2035 Art Contest Winners 
 
Children were invited to enter an original piece of art that 
depicts what would make Morgan Hill a great city in 2035. 
Members of the Library, Culture, and Arts Commission and   
Friends of the Library  
judged the entries.  
 

The grand prize was 
$235 and first place 
winners got $35. The 
artists were presented 
their certificates and 
prizes at the 
September Library, 
Culture and Arts 
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The winners pictured (L to R) with their artwork are: Lila Parks (1st 
place winner grade K -3), Andrew T. Zhao (Grand Prize Winner – age 
6), and Christine Chon (1st place winner grades 3-6). Also pictured 
(back row L to R) are Friends Vice-President Teresa Stephenson; 
Adult and Teen Supervising Librarian, Jeff Grubb; and Library, 
Culture, and Arts Commissioner, Amy Whelan.  

Photo by Susan Brazelton 
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Volunteers Count 
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2014 Silicon Valley Reads 
 
The theme for 2014 Silicon Valley 
Reads is “Books and Technology: 
Friends or Foes?” and the books 
selected for community reading  
have just been announced. They  
are: 
 

The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains by technology writer Nicholas 
Carr, and Mr. Penumbra’s 24 Hour Bookstore, a first novel by Bay Area writer Robin 
Sloan set in Silicon Valley and San Francisco.  
 

Silicon Valley Reads includes a series of programs of talks and events over a three-month 
period held throughout the area. We have been fortunate that usually one of the authors of 
the SVR selections speaks at the Morgan Hill Library in February. When a 2014 program 
date is confirmed, information will be sent to all members. 
 

SVR is sponsored by the Santa Clara County Library District, the San Jose Public 
Library Foundation, and the Santa Clara County Office of Education, as well as 
many Friends groups, including FMHL. 

 

There’s good news for the Morgan Hill Library! With the passage of 
Measure A, not only will the library not be closed an additional day, it 
will actually be open on Mondays!  
 

Starting in January 2014, the new library schedule is:   
 

Mon, Tues and Wed:  lobby open noon-1 pm, library open 1 pm-9 pm 
Thurs, Fri and Sat:  library open 10 am-6 pm 

 

The Friday and Saturday schedule is the same as it is now, so that will not affect bookstore 
hours. But for the other days, we will need to make changes in shifts and when we staff the 
bookstore. 

 

I’m thinking that the bookstore shifts might be: 
Mon-Wed:   noon-3 pm, 3 pm-6 pm, and 6 pm-8 pm 
Thurs-Sat:  10 am-1 pm and 1 pm-4:30 pm 

 

Let me know what you think. Are three-hour time slots okay? What about that 6 pm-8 pm 
time slot? I’ll start getting this organized in mid-October, so send me your comments now. 
Thank you to all our great bookstore volunteers. 
 
Karen MacDonald, Volunteer Coordinator   

Upcoming Events  
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 Getting to Know Our Library Staff Members 
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Peggy’s 
Pages 

 

Notes from  
the Librarian 

 

  Peggy Tomasso 
  ptomasso@sccl.org 

Report from the Community Librarian 

  Meet Diana Alday 

A huge THANK YOU to all the Friends 
for their support in passing Measure A. 
Many Friends volunteered to phone bank, 
give out information at the Farmers’ 
Market, and table at various locations in 
the city. I know others helped by voting 
and telling voters how important the 
library is.  
 
Due to your help Measure A passed with an overwhelming 84% 
yes vote in Morgan Hill! And if you haven’t heard yet, the 
library will be open on Mondays starting in January 2014. It is 
wonderful to be able to add this service for the community. It is 

We had a record turnout for the summer reading program. We had 290 adults, 253 teens 
and 1258 children participate! The Friends provided free books to all the children and 
teens, and adults received a coupon for the Friends’ bookstore. After a very busy summer, 
the library is gearing up for a busy school year. Most importantly, we are trying to issue 
library cards to as many students as possible.        

Diana started working as a library page in 
September 2010 at the Cupertino Library. She was 
promoted to Library Clerk and came to Morgan Hill 
in June 2013.  
 

This is what Diana has to say about working at the 
Morgan Hill Library:  
 

“I’ve had the great opportunity to meet so many 
wonderful people in the community, and it has been 
a pleasure working here with the excellent staff who 
strive to provide the best customer service.  
The Friends of the Library have been such wonderful 
assets to the library, and I absolutely love their book sales. I had the opportunity to meet a 
few Friends volunteers and hope to continue meeting all of you.  
 
“When not at the library, I spend my time volunteering, gardening, reading, playing 
volleyball and tennis, and hanging out with my friends and family. I’ve also picked up a 
new hobby of experimental cooking; just like the Food Network show “Chopped”.  My 
favorite call number in the library is the 641.5 (cooking). So don’t be surprised if you  
see me browsing through that collection.” 

  Diana Alday 
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2013 Philanthropy Day Honorees 
 
Two members of the Friends of the Library have been selected as 2013 Philanthropy Day 
honorees. Joy Safakish has been selected by the Friends, and Arnavaz Wadia by Library 
staff. They will receive their awards at the Philanthropy Day dinner on Saturday, 
November 16. The event is sponsored by the Morgan Hill Community Foundation as a way 
for non-profit groups to recognize those who help make their organization a success. 
 
Joy Safakish has been a member of the Friends since 2010 when 
she attended a volunteer fair and signed up to work in the library. 
However, the Friends quickly convinced her to become a cashier in 
the bookstore. In 2011 she added the job of membership coordinator 
and is now responsible for keeping the database up-to-date, handling 
membership forms and renewals, and sending emails, such as the 
newsletter, to members.  
 
During the summer months when the volunteer coordinator is away, 
she takes over that job as well, making sure that all shifts in the 
Friends bookstore are filled. Most recently, she organized the 
Friends’ participation in the successful library parcel tax campaign, 
made signs, and worked many hours encouraging voters to support 
Measure A.  Whenever there is something that needs to be done, Joy 
is there to help out. 
 

Arnavaz Wadia, in addition to working in the Friends 
bookstore, has been a library story time volunteer for several 
years. Every Thursday morning she welcomes attendees, finds 
them seating in the crowded room and makes an accurate count of 
all those present. She also assists with crowd control and any 
behavior issues that might arise. With over 100 attendees, her 
help is essential. After the program, she distributes activity 
sheets, helps with craft projects and clean up. She has a 
wonderful demeanor, just right for working with this group, and 
she truly seems to enjoy being there. Arnavaz has turned out to  
be exactly the volunteer that is needed for this job.  

 
 

Joy Safakish 

Arnavaz Wadia 
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FMHL President’s Message  

Notes from the President 
 
Save the date: our Annual Membership Meeting will be on Thursday, December 5 at 7 pm 
in the Program Room. We are auditioning possible programs for a fun lead-in to the 
meeting. Another great evening will be the Morgan Hill Community Foundation’s banquet 
on November 16, honoring outstanding volunteers throughout the city. We are delighted to 
present Joy Safakish for this honor. All Friends are invited to attend in support of our 
nominee. Please let me know if you are interested, and I will send you information on how 
to purchase tickets when they become available. 
 
The Friends of the Morgan Hill Library join the general acclaim in the passing of Measure 
A with such a comfortable margin of support. Mayor Steve Tate did an outstanding job as 
co-chair for the county-wide effort to renew the library parcel tax, Peggy Tomasso gave 
most generously of her free time to co-ordinate staff volunteers, and Joy Safakish headed 
the Friends’ participation in getting the word out at the Farmers’ Market and 
BookSmart. Thanks to all who worked so hard in support of our library. We are looking 
forward to having our library open on Mondays, starting in 2014! 
 
Once again, the Friends gave $3 bookstore coupons to all adults participating in the 
Summer Reading program and paid for books given to all the children. We also provided 
award checks in recognition of the great art created by young artists in the Morgan Hill in 
2035 Art Contest. I hope that you were able to see the artwork displayed in the Children’s 
Area throughout September. 
 
In recognition and thanks for all that FMHL members do for our library, we will celebrate 
National Friends of the Library week by giving $3 bookstore coupons to all members. Come 
by the store to pick up your voucher good toward one day’s shopping, beginning October 22. 
 
Valerie Chambliss, President FMHL 
 

During June, July, and August 2013, FMHL sold almost $11,000 in books and 
media online, in the bookstore, and at the Big Sale held in June.  
 

We provided prizes for the Art Contest for Children and Teens, and supported the summer 
reading program, Zumba classes, a bubble show, Rock Steady Juggling, and creative writing 
classes. 
 

As always, thank you to Lionel and Marilyn for making deposits. And a special note of 
appreciation to my husband, Joe, for picking up payment requests and dropping off checks 
during my 8-week recovery from foot surgery. 
 
Marti Jurick, Treasurer FMHL 
 

FMHL Treasurer’s Message  
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National Friends of the Library Week 
October 20-26 

 
National Friends of Libraries Week is October 20-
26. The Friends of the Morgan Hill Library would 
like to recognize the invaluable volunteers who give 
so much of their time to our  organization. Your 
efforts make possible all we do for the Morgan Hill 
Library. The funds we raise benefit everyone in our 
community who uses our library.  
 
As a small “thank you”, please come into the book 
store starting the week of October 20 and pick up a 
$3 gift coupon. The coupons will be available 
through November. You can use it during one visit 
to our store. 
 
Thank you for all you do!! We are happy that you 
have chosen to donate your time to Friends of the 
Morgan Hill Library. 


